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Herbert Better is a 1965 graduate of the Johns Hopkins University, where he was a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa and an Honorable Mention All-American midfielder on 
the Hopkins lacrosse team. At the University of Maryland Law School, Mr. Better 
was a member of the Maryland Law Review. He received his law degree in 1968. 
 
In 1972, he became an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of Maryland. Mr. 
Better was named the First Assistant U.S. Attorney in 1978 and served in that  
position until 1983. While serving as the First Assistant, Mr. Better was appointed 
by the U.S. District Court in 1981 to serve as U.S. Attorney. He left the U.S.  
Attorney's Office in 1987 to open the Baltimore office of Zuckerman Spaeder LLP, 
one of the country's top litigation boutiques, with offices in Baltimore, Washington 
D.C., Miami, Tampa, New York and Wilmington, Delaware.  
 
Mr. Better is listed in The Best Lawyers in America for Commercial Litigation, 
White-Collar Criminal Defense and Alternative Dispute Resolution.  In 1995,  
Baltimore Magazine named Mr. Better one of the top five white collar criminal  
defense lawyers, based on a survey of peers. He is a member of the U.S. District 
Court's Liaison Committee, a committee of lawyers and judges who work together 
on issues concerning the practice of law in the Court. He also is one of two lawyers 
serving on the Court's Attorney Admissions Fund Committee. In 2001, the judges 
of the U.S. District Court awarded him the Court's Pro Bono Service Award. 
 
In 2003, the Maryland Chapter of the Federal Bar Association presented Mr. Better 
the Peter A. DiRito Award for his outstanding and dedicated service to the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Maryland and to the Maryland Chapter. 
 
Mr. Better is a former president of the Maryland Chapter of the Federal Bar  
Association and of the Johns Hopkins University Alumni Association. 
 
Mr. Better's practice emphasizes complex civil and criminal litigation. 
 
Mr. Better is admitted to practice in Maryland, the U.S. District Court for the  
District of Maryland, the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, and the U.S. Tax Court. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 
American Bar Association 
Federal Bar Association 
Maryland State Bar Association 
U.S. District Court Liaison Committee 
U.S. District Court's Attorney Admissions Fund Committee  

HERBERT BETTER, ESQ.                       

Partner 
Zuckerman Spaeder LLP 
100 E. Pratt Street, Suite 2440 
Baltimore, MD 21202-1031 
 
hbetter@zuckerman.com 
Phone: 410-332-0489 
Fax: 410-659-0436  
 
EDUCATION 
 
University of Maryland Law 
 School, J.D., 1968 
Johns Hopkins University 
 Phi Beta Kappa, 1965  
 
BAR AND COURT ADMISSIONS 
 
Maryland 
United States Court of Appeals,  
 Fourth Circuit 
United States District Court,  
 District of  Maryland 
United States Tax Court  
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